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the national programme, unless the Congress is prepared to do
Without the classes directly affected. But I hold it to be just as
impracticable to keep these classes out of the Congress as it
Would be now to keep the non-co-operators out. They must both
remain in the Congress, without either party interfering with or
hostilely criticizing the other. What is applicable to Hindu-Muslim
unity is, I feel, applicable to the unity among different political
groups. We must tolerate each other and trust to time to convert
the one or the other to the opposite belief. We must go further.
We must plead with the Liberals and others who have seceded to
rejoin the Congress. If non-co-operation is suspended, there is no
reason why they should keep out- The advance must be from us
Congressmen. We must cordially invite them and make it easy for
them to come in.
You are perhaps now able to see why I entered into the agree-
ment with the Swarajists.
FOREIGN CLOTH BOYCOTT
You will observe that one boycott has been retained. Out of
regard for the sentiment of an English friend the word "boycott"
has been changed in the agreement into "refusal to use foreign cloth*'.
There is no doubt a bad odour about the word "boycott". It
usually implies hatred. So far as I am concerned, I have not
intended the word to bear any such meaning. The boycott has
reference not to British but to foreign cloth. That boycott is not
merely a right but a duty* It is as much a duty as boycott
of foreign waters would be if they were imported to substitute the
waters of the Indian rivers. This, however, is a digression.
What I wanted to say was that the agreement saves and em-
phasizes the boycott of foreign cloth- For me it is an effective
substitute for violent methods. Just as certain acts such as personal
abuse, irritating conduct, lying, causing hurt and murder are
symbols of violence, similarly courtesy, inoffensive conduct, truth-
fulness, etc-, are symbols of non-violence. And so to me is boycott
of foreign cloth a symbol of non-violence. Revolutionary crime is
intended to exert pressure. But it is the insane pressure of
anger and ill will. I contend that non-violent acts exert pressure
far more effective than violent acts, for that pressure comes from
goodwill and gentleness Boycott of foreign cloth exerts such
pressure. We import the largest amount of foreign cloth, from
Lancashire* It is also by far the largest of all our imports, sugar
bfeing next, Britain's chief interest centres round the Lancashire
trade with India. It is the one thing more than any other tha